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Express Mail No, EF185629287US 



Title: LOCATION-BASED SCENARIOS TO FACILITATE SELECTION 
OF SYSTEM CONFIGURATION 

Technical Field 

5 The present invention relates to computer programming and, more 

particularly, to a system and method to facilitate configuration and/or setup of a 
software system based on its installation location. 

Background 

10 Software applications and/or services are commonly offered to consumers in 

the form of grouped packages or suites, in which two or more such applications are 
provided. A suite is generally provided at a lower cost than if the individual 
applications included therein were purchased separately. In addition, a software suite 
typically includes an assortment of related and/or interoperable application or service 

15 components targeted to satisfy the software needs of a particular type of customer, 

such as small businesses or other types of organizations. Different application suites 
may thus be provided to satisfy various market needs, where certain segments of 
software consumers commonly require more than one application or service. 

It is common to selectively install different applications of a suite onto one or 

20 more interconnected computers. For example, an organization may include several 
servers physically located at different locations, e.g., one server at a corporate central 
office, with additional servers located at remote locations. The particular application 
and/or services that should be installed at each server in the organization may vary as 
a function of the type of organization and the performance objectives of the 

25 administrator that implements the installation. 

During one type software installation, a user may be presented with a list that 
provides several functional descriptions of different installation scenarios from which 
the user is to select. However, the choices presented may fail to provide a suitable 
functional definition for the installation based on the customer's objectives as to how 

30 the software is to be utilized in the organization. For example, the computer onto 

which the software is being installed may fall within the functional definitions 
associated with more than one of the available choices. As a result, a user may be 
confused as to the appropriate selection for the installation. Moreover, if the user 
were to select an incorrect option for the installation, one or more components that the 

35 user may need at that computer may not be made available for installation, which 
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could require reinstallation. Therefore, it is common for a user to exit a functionality- 
based setup process and proceed with a custom installation. However, a custom 
installation typically provides little or no guidance as to what components should be 
selected for a given type of installation. 
5 Other types of software may provide a limited number of installation choices, 

such as to implement a complete installation or a minimal installation. The complete 
installation usually installs all available components onto the user's computer, with 
little or no tuning to the user's situation. A minimal installation usually installs only 
those components that are necessary for the software to function properly. Both of 
10 these options lack adequate tuning of the installation according to where the software 
is being installed. 

Therefore, it is desirable to provide a system and method to help configure a 
software system during an installation process according to the location of the 
computer. 

15 

Summary 

The following presents a simplified summary of the invention in order to 
provide a basic understanding of some aspects of the invention. This summary is not 
an extensive overview of the invention. It is intended to neither identify key or 

20 critical elements of the invention nor delineate the scope of the invention. Its sole 

purpose is to present some concepts of the invention in a simplified form as a prelude 
to the more detailed description that is presented later. 

One aspect of the present invention provides a system and method to facilitate 
selection and/or configuration of software components during installation of a 

25 software system. Information is acquired indicative of a computer location onto 
which application components are to be installed. For example, a graphical user 
interface may provide a discrete number of selections describing two or more 
location-based scenarios from which a user may select an appropriate response. 
Alternatively, the system location information may be acquired from a system registry 

30 or other data storage. 

The software system is configured as a function of the acquired 
location information. The configuration characteristics, which may include 
system infrastructure and/or functionality of the software system, further may 
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be employed to tune functionality associated with one or more system 
components according to the location information. As a result, system 
functionality may be tailored according to the location information to provide 
desirable functionality based on the location information. 

5 Another aspect of the present invention provides a method for configuring a 

software system. The method includes selecting a scenario based on a location of 
where the software system is to be installed and determining a configuration for 
software system the based on the selected scenario. In accordance with an aspect of 
the present invention, the method may be implemented as computer-executable 

1 0 instructions in a computer-readable medium. 

Yet another aspect of the present invention provides a system for facilitating 
configuration of a software system. The system includes an interface component for 
receiving information indicative of a location scenario relating to where the software 
system is being installed. Configuration characteristics for the software system are 

1 5 determined based on the location scenario. 

To the accomplishment of the foregoing and related ends, certain illustrative 
aspects of the invention are described herein in connection with the following 
description and the annexed drawings. These aspects are indicative, however, of but a 
few of the various ways in which the principles of the invention may be employed and 

20 the present invention is intended to include all such aspects and their equivalents. 

Other advantages and novel features of the invention will become apparent from the 
following detailed description of the invention when considered in conjunction with 
the drawings. 

25 Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a functional block diagram of a system to facilitate configuring a 
software system in accordance with the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a functional block diagram of a system to facilitate configuring a 
software system in accordance with the present invention; 
30 Fig. 3 is an example of a graphical user interface for selecting an installation 

location in accordance with the present invention; 

Fig. 4 is an example of a user interface for identifying a type of server in 
accordance with the present invention; 
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Fig. 5 is another example of a graphical user interface for selecting an 
installation location in accordance with the present invention; 

Fig. 6 is another example of a user interface for identifying a type of server in 
accordance with the present invention; 
5 Fig. 7 is an example of a user interface for selecting components in accordance 

with the present invention; 

Fig. 8 is an example of a operating environment in which the present invention 
may be implemented; and 

Fig. 9 is a flow diagram illustrating a methodology for configuring a software 
10 system in accordance with the present invention. 



Description of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a system and method to facilitate selection 
and/or configuration of software components during a setup process associated with 

1 5 installation of a plurality of software components. Information is acquired indicative 
of a location onto which the components are to be installed. The location information 
is employed to configure the software components, such as by setting at least some of 
the components as default components. 

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic representation of a system 10 that may be utilized to 

20 facilitate configuration of application and/or service components of a software system 

in accordance with an aspect of the present invention. The system 10 includes a setup 
engine 12 programmed to configure a software system for installation onto a 
computer. The setup engine 12 receives location data indicative of a location for the 
computer, such as a server, onto which a software system is being installed. The 

25 location information may be entered by a user at an appropriate user interface and/or 

be determined from data stored in the computer or a directory service (e.g., a 
distributed directory) of an associated network domain to which the computer 
belongs. For example, the setup engine 12 may collect selected data from a system 
registry and, upon application of a suitable algorithm, deduce an indication of the 

30 computer location sufficient to drive the setup process in accordance with an aspect of 
the present invention. 

The software system being installed includes a plurality of components, such 
as may be server-based applications or Web-based services, although the system 10 
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may be employed to facilitate configuration of other types of software systems. The 
setup engine 12 determines a desirable component configuration 14 based on the 
location data. The determined component configuration 14, for example, may be 
cached to memory and presented to a user in the form of a graphical user interface 

5 (GUI). The user may, in turn, accept the recommended (e.g., default) components for 
installation or customize the components, as desired. The component configuration 
14 further includes corresponding configuration information for each of the selected 
components, in which the functionality of each selected component may further be 
tuned based on the location data. 

10 Fig. 2 illustrates another example of a setup engine 50 in accordance with an 

aspect of the present invention. In this example, the setup engine 50 includes an 
interface 52, such a may be a graphical user interface. The interface 52 includes a 
location interface component 54 that acquires information about the location of a 
computer onto which a software system is being installed. The location interface 

1 5 component 54, for example, includes a GUI that presents two (or more) selectable 

options describing possible location scenarios for the computer onto which a software 
system 56 is being installed. The system 56, for example, is packaged to include 
components that may be used for a variety of different system environments (e.g., 
networked or stand-alone computer environments), all of which may be represented 

20 by the location interface component 54 as different selectable location scenarios. 

By way of illustration, assume that the software system 56 includes a server 
system having plurality of server components. The components may include a main 
server component, a database component, a management component, an email 
component, a fax component, a hosting component, a firewall component, etc. Those 

25 skilled in the art will understand and appreciate other possible components that may 
be desirable to install in connection with a server system, all of which of considered 
as being within the scope of the present invention. Table I provides a more detailed 
example of high-level components that could be installed as part of a server system in 
accordance with an aspect of the present invention. 

30 
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TABLE I 


SERVER SYSTEM 




Administration 






Consoles 






Wizards 






Snap-Ins 






Remote Management 






Web Administrator 






Active Directory Configuration 






System User Upgrade 






System Console Upgrade 






System Console Upgrade 




Monitoring 






Health Monitoring 






Server Status View 






Server Status Report 






Monitoring Troubleshooting 




Connectivity 






ICW 






POP3 Connector 




Client Setup 






Set Up Computer Wizard 






Internet Browser 






Messaging Reader 






IME 






Proxy Client 






Modem Sharing Client 






Fax Client 






Host Integration Client 






OS Updates 




Documentation 






Online Guide 






Intranet 


Optional C 


omponents 




Internet 


Information Server 






Internet Information Server Snap-In 






Internet Information Server 
Documentation 






NNTP 






SMTP 






World Wide Web Service 
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TABLE I Continued 


Database System 




Server Components 




Management Tools 




Client Connectivity 




Books Online 


Proxy 




Fax 


Modem Sharing 


Computer Management 


Host Integration Server 


Messaging and Collaboration System 




Messaging and Collaboration 




System Management Tools 



Those skilled in the art will understand and appreciate that the foregoing list of 
server components is for purposes of illustration, and that various different 

5 components could be utilized in accordance with an aspect of the present invention. 

For example, it may be desirable to install a different set of components depending on 
where the server system is being installed and the particular server system being 
installed. Moreover, different functionality of certain components by be desired 
depending upon where the system is being installed. 

10 The setup engine 50 is programmed, in accordance with an aspect of the 

present invention, to determine configuration data 58 for the software system 56 
based on the location information acquired by the location interface component 54. 
The configuration data 58, for example, may provide default selection data 60, which 
identifies available components from the software system 56 that have been selected 

15 as a function of the location information. The default selection data 60 may contain a 
list of recommended components for installing at the computer having location 
characteristics identified by the location interface component 54. The default 
selection data 60 is provided to a component selection interface element 62. In this 
way, a list of the default components of the software system 56 may be displayed to a 

20 user. The user may then employ the component selection interface 62 to accept some, 

none, or all of the default components as well as to select other components for 
installation. That is, the component selection interface 62 provides recommended 
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components for installation based on the location scenario being implemented, but it 
also is customizable. 

The component selection interface 62 provides the user's component 
selections to a component function element 64. The component function element 64 
5 may configure one or more of the selected components according to the configuration 
data and the location information. As a result, selected components may be 
configured to provide a corresponding functionality, which has been tuned according 
to the location where the software is being installed {e.g., based on the location 
scenario). 

10 Figs. 3-7 illustrates examples of graphical user interfaces (GUIs) that may be 

utilized to help configure a software system in accordance with an aspect of the 
present invention. Fig. 3 illustrates a GUI 100 for selecting a computer (e.g., a server) 
location onto which an associated software system is being installed in accordance 
with an aspect of the present invention. In this example, two location scenarios are 

1 5 presented as options for installation, although it is to be appreciated that any number 

of location scenarios could be utilized as possible installation locations in accordance 
with an aspect of the present invention. 

By way of illustration, a first selectable user interface element 104 is 
associated with the first installation location scenario, namely, a central server 

20 location. The user interface element 104 may be selected where a user desires to 

employ the computer as part of the main infrastructure for an organization. A second 
user interface element 106 is associated with an alternative installation location. In 
particular, the second user interface element 106 may be selected where the computer 
is to be added to an existing domain structure and configured to connect to a central 

25 server. In this example, the central server scenario has been selected. An adjacent 

window 108 displays a graphical example of a computer infrastructure corresponding 
to the selected user interface element 104. 

The selected user interface element 104 results in a recommended 
configuration for the software system (e.g., a server system) being implemented. That 

30 is, the configuration of the associated software system is tuned according to the 
particular location scenario selected via the GUI 100. 

If a user desires additional information concerning the location scenarios 
presented by the GUI 100, a user may select a MORE INFORMATION action button 
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110. The action button 1 10, for example, is associated with a pop-up window that 
may display additional information associated with the location scenario options 104 
and 106. The GUI 100 also includes other action buttons, generally indicated at 1 12, 
for navigating a setup process of which the GUI is part. In particular, after selecting a 

5 desired installation location scenario, a user may select a NEXT action button 1 14 for 
advancing to another GUI screen associated with the setup process. In response to 
selecting the NEXT action button 1 14, the setup process (or an associated component 
thereof) determines a configuration for the software system as a function of the user- 
selected location scenario. 

10 Fig. 4 illustrates an example of a GUI 150 that may be provided for further 

configuring the software system. In this example, the software system corresponds to 
a server and the GUI 150 allows a user to specify the type of server. In particular, the 
GUI 150 includes selectable user interface elements 152, 154, and 156 for setting the 
central server as a first domain controller, an additional domain controller, or a 

1 5 member server, respectively. It is to be appreciated that, in accordance with an aspect 
of the present invention, the GUI 150 may be provided in response to selecting the 
central server location scenario with the GUI 100 and then activating the NEXT 
button 1 14 of Fig. 3. The GUI 150 includes additional action buttons 158 for 
navigating through the setup screens of the setup process. 

20 Fig. 5 illustrates another example of a GUI 200 for selecting a computer 

location scenario where a software system is being installed. The GUI 200 is similar 
to the GUI 100 of Fig. 3, but corresponds to a situation where a different location 
scenario has been selected. In particular, the GUI 200 includes first and second 
selectable user interface elements 204 and 206 respectively associated with different 

25 installation location scenarios. In this example, the branch office server scenario has 
been selected. An adjacent window 208 displays a graphical example of a computer 
infrastructure corresponding to the selected user interface element 206, namely a 
typical infrastructure for a situation where a server is implemented at a branch office 
location. The GUI 200 includes a MORE INFORMATION button 210 for obtaining 

30 additional details concerning characteristics of the location where the software is 

being installed. Other action buttons 212 also are provided for general navigation of 
GUIs associated with the setup process. 
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Upon selecting the branch office server location interface element 206 and 
selecting a NEXT action button 214, the setup process may provide a GUI 220, such 
as shown in Fig. 6. In Fig. 6, the GUI 220 includes user interface elements 222 and 
224 for specifying a type of server the branch office server where the software system 

5 (e.g., a server) is being installed. It is to be appreciated that the server type options 
presented in this example (e.g., a branch office server) differ from those available 
where a central server location scenario is selected. That is, configuration options 
may vary as a function of the selected location scenario. In particular, the user 
interface element 222 corresponds to selecting the server to be a member server of an 

10 existing domain and user interface element 224 is for selecting the server to be an 

additional domain controller in an existing domain. Action buttons 226 also are 
provided for navigating through the setup process. 

After the server location has been selected, such as based on the two (or more) 
available location scenarios, such as shown and described with respect to Figs. 3 and 

15 5, a user is provided with a list of components for recommended installation. In 

accordance with an aspect of the present invention, the list of components includes 
default components determined as a function of the selected location scenario (e.g., 
central server or branch office server). The default components may be automatically 
selected for installation so as to provide desired functionality associated with the 

20 selected location scenario. The user may customize the setup, such as by deselecting 
one or more of the default components and/or by selecting other available components 
to be installed. Moreover, upon selecting components for installation, the selected 
components further may be tuned based on the selected location scenario. 

By way of illustration, Fig. 7 depicts a component selection GUI 250, such as 

25 may be provided to the user for selecting which components are to be installed in 
accordance with an aspect of the present invention. The GUI 250 includes an 
ACTION user interface element 252. The ACTION user interface element 252 may 
be employed to select a desired action to perform with respect to each available 
component. Each interface element 252 may map to an associated component user 

30 interface element 254 for indicating what action is to be performed with respect to an 
associated component (e.g., whether or not the component is selected to be installed). 
The user interface element 254, for example, may include a drop down menu for 
displaying subcomponents of the respective components. In this way, a hierarchy of 
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the available components and subcomponents may be shown to the user, from which a 
user may selectively install each component and/or subcomponent. A dependency 
manager (not shown) further may be associated with the setup process to help ensure 
that necessary components and subcomponents are installed. As mentioned above ? 
5 corresponding components (and associated subcomponents thereof) may be selected 
for default installation according to the selected location scenario. A user may 
customize the installation procedure by employing an associated ACTION user 
interface element 252 to deselect default components so as not to be installed and/or 
to select other non-default components so as to be installed. 

10 In order to assist a user interact with the GUI 250, the user may select a 

MORE INFORMATION action button 256. Additionally or alternatively, the MORE 
INFORMATION action button may be associated with a pop-up window, which may 
be interactive and displays information about a selected component or subcomponent. 
A user also may select a BACK action button 258 to return to a previous GUI screen 

15 or a cancel button 260 to cancel the current setup and/or installation process. 

Once a user is satisfied with the components selected for installation, the user 
may employ a NEXT action button 262. In response to selecting the NEXT button 
262, the associated setup process, in turn, may configure (or tune) particular 
functionality associated with one or more components and/or subcomponents based 

20 on the selected location scenario. In this way, components and/or subcomponents 

may be configured to have favorable operating characteristics according to where the 
software system is being installed. 

It will be appreciated that the foregoing approach is in contrast to controlling 
installation of components based on a functionality, as historically has been provided. 

25 When a user selects one or more functions to implement with a conventional software 
system, for example, almost no assumptions may be made about the configuration of 
the computer because it is uncertain as to where the software system is being 
installed. Therefore, by utilizing functionality to determine what components to 
install, a user is provided with preselected components to be installed, which usually 

30 cannot be further customized. Moreover, the selected functionality may not 
adequately correspond to the actual implementation for the software system. 
Consequently, conventional installation options may not be adequately helpful and 
may result in a user performing a complete custom installation. By performing a 
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complete installation of all components, the setup process fails to facilitate selections 
suited for a particular installation. 

A system implemented in accordance with the present invention facilitates 
setup and/or installation of software components by configuring default components 

5 to install for a given installation for a selected location scenario. Moreover, the 

particular functionality of components that have been selected to be installed may be 
tuned based on the selected location scenario. 

With reference to Fig. 8, an exemplary system environment 300 for 
implementing the various aspects of the invention includes a computer 302, such as a 

10 server. The computer 302 includes a processing unit 304, a system memory 306, and 

a system bus 308 that couples various system components including the system 
memory to the processing unit 304. The processing unit 304 may be any of various 
commercially available processors, including but not limited to Intel x86, PENTIUM 
and compatible microprocessors from Intel and others, including Cyrix, AMD and 

1 5 Nexgen; ALPHA microprocessors from Digital; MIPS microprocessors from MIPS 
Technology, NEC, IDT, Siemens, and others; and the POWERPC microprocessors 
from IBM and Motorola. Dual microprocessors and other multi-processor 
architectures also may be used as the processing unit 304. 

The system bus 308 may be any of several types of bus structure including a 

20 memory bus or memory controller, a peripheral bus, and a local bus using any of a 

variety of conventional bus architectures such as PCI, VESA, MicroChannel, ISA, and 
EISA, to name a few. The system memory includes read only memory (ROM) 310 
and random access memory (RAM) 312. A basic input/output system (BIOS), 
containing the basic routines that help to transfer information between elements 

25 within the computer 302, such as during start-up, is stored in ROM 310. 

The computer 302 also may include, for example, a hard disk drive 314, a 
magnetic disk drive 316, e.g., to read from or write to a removable disk 318, and an 
optical disk drive 320, e.g., for reading from or writing to a CD-ROM disk 322 or 
other optical media. The hard disk drive 3 14, magnetic disk drive 316, and optical 

30 disk drive 320 are connected to the system bus 308 by a hard disk drive interface 324, 
a magnetic disk drive interface 326, and an optical drive interface 328, respectively. 
The drives and their associated computer-readable media provide nonvolatile storage 
of data, data structures, computer-executable instructions, etc. for the computer 302. 
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Although the description of computer-readable media above refers to a hard disk, a 
removable magnetic disk and a CD, it should be appreciated by those skilled in the art 
that other types of media which are readable by a computer, such as magnetic 
cassettes, flash memory cards, digital video disks, Bernoulli cartridges, and the like, 

5 may also be used in the exemplary operating environment 300, and further that any 

such media may contain computer-executable instructions for performing the methods 
of the present invention. 

A number of program modules may be stored in the drives and RAM 312, 
including an operating system 330, one or more application programs 332, other 

10 program modules 334, and program data 336. The operating system 330 in the 
illustrated computer is, for example, one of the MICROSOFT WINDOWS® 
operating systems, which are available from Microsoft Corporation. It is to be 
appreciated, however, that the present invention may be implemented with other 
operating systems or combinations of operating systems. 

15 A user may enter commands and information into the computer 302 through 

one or more user input devices, such as a keyboard 338 and a pointing device (e.g., a 
mouse 340). Other input devices (not shown) may include a microphone, a joystick, a 
game pad, a satellite dish, a scanner, or the like. These and other input devices may 
be connected to the processing unit 304 through a serial port interface 342 that is 

20 coupled to the system bus 308, although such devices may be connected by other 

interfaces, such as a parallel port, a game port, a universal serial bus (USB), etc. A 
monitor 344 or other type of display device is also connected to the system bus 308 
via an interface, such as a video adapter 346. In addition to the monitor 344, the 
computer 302 may include other peripheral output devices (not shown), such as 

25 speakers, printers, etc. 

As mentioned above, the computer 302 may operate in a networked 
environment using logical connections to one or more other computers 360, such as 
may form part of a common network domain. The remote computer 360 may be a 
workstation, a server computer, a router, a peer device or other common network 

30 node, and typically includes many or all of the elements described relative to the 
computer 302. The logical connections depicted in Fig. 8 may include a local area 
network (LAN) 364 and a wide area network (WAN) 366. Such networking 
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environments are commonplace in offices, enterprise-wide computer networks, 
intranets and the Internet. 

When used in a LAN networking environment, the computer 302 is connected 
to the local network 364 through a network interface or adapter 368. When used in a 
5 WAN networking environment, the computer 302 typically includes a modem 370, or 
is connected to a communications server on the LAN, or has other means for 
establishing communications over the WAN 366, such as the Internet. The modem 
370, which may be internal or external, is connected to the system bus 308 via the 
serial port interface 342 (e.g., for communications over POTS). The modem 

10 alternatively may be connected to the system bus 308 via the network interface or 

adapter 368 (e.g., for communication over DSL, cable, satellite, etc.). In a networked 
environment, program modules depicted relative to the computer 302, or portions 
thereof, may be stored in the remote memory storage device. It will be appreciated 
that the network connections shown are exemplary and other means of establishing a 

1 5 communications link between the computers 302 and 360 may be used. 

In accordance with the practices of persons skilled in the art of computer 
programming, the present invention has been described with reference to acts and 
symbolic representations of operations that are performed by a computer, such as the 
computer 302 or remote computer 360, unless otherwise indicated. Such acts and 

20 operations are sometimes referred to as being computer-executed. It will be 

appreciated that the acts and symbolically represented operations include the 
manipulation by the processing unit 304 of electrical signals representing data bits 
which causes a resulting transformation or reduction of the electrical signal 
representation, and the maintenance of data bits at memory locations in the memory 

25 system (including the system memory 306, hard drive 3 14, floppy disks 318, CD- 
ROM 322) to thereby reconfigure or otherwise alter the computer system's operation, 
as well as other processing of signals. The memory locations where such data bits are 
maintained are physical locations that have particular electrical, magnetic, or optical 
properties corresponding to the data bits. 

30 In view of the foregoing structural, functional, and graphical features 

described above, a methodology in accordance with various aspects of the present 
invention will be better appreciated with reference to Fig. 9. While, for purposes of 
simplicity of explanation, the methodology of Fig. 9 is shown and described as a 
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series of steps, it is to be understood and appreciated that the present invention is not 
limited by the order of steps, as some steps may, in accordance with the present 
invention, occur in different orders and/or concurrently with other steps from that 
shown and described herein. Moreover, not all illustrated steps may be required to 

5 implement a methodology in accordance with an aspect the present invention. 

The process begins at step 400, such as in response to activating a setup and/or 
installation process for a software system having a plurality of application and/or 
service components. From step 400, the process proceeds to step 402 in which 
location information is acquired. For example, the location information may be 

10 acquired in response to a user manually selecting one of two or more location 

scenarios that describe possible installation locations. Alternatively or additionally, 
information may be read from system memory (e.g., a registry), from a distributed 
directory of a domain to which the computer is connected, and/or the information may 
be sensed from the network configuration. The information may be processed to 

1 5 deduce the location information for the computer where the software system is being 
installed. 

The location information, for example, may correspond to one of a 
predetermined number of location scenarios where a user may desire to install the 
software system. By way of further illustration, when the software corresponds to a 

20 server system, one location scenario may correspond to a central server and a second 

scenario may correspond to a branch office server. 

From step 402, the process proceeds to 404 in which the system configuration 
is determined. More specifically, system configuration is determined as a function of 
the location scenario (step 402). A system configuration may be stored in memory in 

25 connection with each possible location scenario. Next, at step 406, default 

components are provided according to the determined system configuration. The 
default components include those components favorable for operation of the software 
system for the location scenario. By way of example, certain components and/or sub- 
components may be applicable to a software system installed at one of the location 

30 scenarios, while other components and/or sub-components may be useful for all of the 

location scenarios. That is, the default components may be determined based on 
assumptions made in connection with how the software system should be configured 
when the software system is installed for a particular location scenario. A list of the 
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default components may be provided to the user via an appropriate GUI (see, e.g., 
Fig. 7). A user may, in turn, customize the setup/installation, such as by deselecting 
one or more of the default components and/or selecting other components to be 
installed. The process then proceeds to step 408. 
5 At step 408, component selections are received. For example, the component 

selections may correspond to an acceptance of all the default components and sub- 
components provided at step 406. Alternatively or additionally, the component 
selections may correspond to a customized component selection, which may include 
additional components and/or less than all the default components. A suitable user 

10 interface element may be provided to submit the selected components for installation. 

Next, at step 410, component configuration is determined for the selected 
components and sub-components. In particular, certain components may be 
configured to provide desired functionality according to the selected location scenario 
for the installation. Such functionality may be implemented by providing different 

15 sub-components in dependence upon the location scenario. As a result, the 

functionality of the selected components may be tuned as a function of the location 
scenario and configuration characteristics associated with the system installation. 

Next, the process proceeds to step 412 in which the selected components and 
sub-components there are installed. The installed components thus provide 

20 functionality specific to the selected location scenario. In this way, the 

installation/setup process is facilitated both to the user and to the resulting software 
system that is installed. In particular, a user typically is clear as to where a software 
system is to be installed. Based on the selected location and certain assumptions 
about the configuration of a system at such a location the installation may be adapted 

25 to provide the user with options and defaults tuned to the particular configuration 

being implemented. From step 412, the process proceeds to step 414 where the 
process may end. 

What has been described above includes exemplary implementations of the 
present invention. It is, of course, not possible to describe every conceivable 
30 combination of components or methodologies for purposes of describing the present 
invention, but one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that many further 
combinations and permutations of the present invention are possible. Accordingly, 
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the present invention is intended to embrace all such alterations, modifications and 
variations that fall within the spirit and scope of the appended claims. 



17 



Docket No. MS160275.1 



Claims 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A system for facilitating configuration of a software system being 
installed, comprising: 

a setup component for receiving information indicative of a location 
scenario relating to where the software system is being installed, configuration 
characteristics for the software system being determined based on the location 
scenario. 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the software system further comprises 
a plurality of available components, the configuration characteristics further including 
default components selected for installation from the plurality of available 
components based on the location scenario. 

3. The system of claim 2, further comprising a component selection user 
interface which is programmed to identify the default components and, in response to 
receiving a user input, to select which of the plurality of available components of the 
software system are to be installed, the operating characteristics for at least some of 
the selected components being controlled as a function of the location scenario. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the setup component further comprises 
a location user interface component for presenting at least two location scenarios 
associated with installation of the software system, the location user interface 
component being operative to set the location scenario in response to receiving an 
associated user input. 

5. The system of claim 1, further including computer-executable 
instructions associated with the setup component for accessing stored system 
information and determining configuration characteristics associated with a location 
onto where the software system is being installed, the location scenario being 
determined based on the configuration characteristics. 
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6. The system of claim 1, wherein the software system is a server system 
having a plurality of server components and the location scenario is selected from at 
least two scenarios including a central server scenario and a branch office server 
scenario. 

7. A system for facilitating configuration of a software system being 
installed, comprising: 

means for identifying a location scenario associated with a computer where 
the software system is to be installed; and 

means for determining a configuration for the software system the based on 
the location scenario. 

8. A method for configuring a software system, comprising: 

selecting a scenario based on a location where the software system is to 
be installed; and 

determining a configuration for the software system the based on the 
selected scenario. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the software system includes a 
plurality of components, the step of determining further comprising determining at 
least one default component to install from the plurality of components based on the 
selected scenario. 

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising providing a user interface 
which identifies the at least one default component. 

1 1 . The method of claim 10, further including selecting which of the 
plurality of components are to be installed and controlling operating characteristics of 
at least some of the selected components as a function of the selected scenario. 

12. The method of claim 8, further comprising presenting at least two 
possible location scenarios via an associated user interface, the step of selecting 
further comprising selecting the scenario from one of presented scenarios. 
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13. The method of claim 8, wherein the step of selecting further comprises 
accessing stored system information and determining configuration characteristics 
associated with a location onto where the software system is being installed, the 
selected scenario being determined based on the determined configuration 
characteristics. 

14. The method of claim 8, wherein the software system is a server system 
having a plurality of server components and the selected scenario is selected from at 
least two scenarios including a central server scenario and a branch office server 
scenario. 

15. A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 

for: 

receiving data indicative of a location scenario where a software 
system is to be installed; and 

configuring the software system based on the location scenario. 

16. The computer-readable medium of claim 15, having further computer- 
executable instructions for determining at least one default component to install from 
a plurality of available components based on the location scenario. 

17. The computer-readable medium of claim 1 6, having further computer- 
executable instructions for providing an interactive user interface that identifies the at 
least one default component. 

18. The computer-readable medium of claim 1 7, having further computer- 
executable instructions for selecting which components of the software system are to 
be installed based on user input via the user interface and controlling operating 
characteristics of at least some of the selected components as a function of the 
location scenario. 
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19. The computer-readable medium of claim 15, having further computer- 
executable instructions for providing a user interface that presents at least two 
possible location scenarios and for receiving instructions via the user interface for 
selecting the location scenario from the presented scenarios. 

20. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, wherein the software 
system is a server system having a plurality of server components, the computer- 
readable medium having further computer-executable instructions for presenting the 
at least two possible location scenarios to include a central server scenario and a 
branch office server scenario. 

2 1 . The computer-readable medium of claim 1 5, having further computer- 
executable instructions for accessing stored system information and determining 
configuration characteristics associated with a location onto where the software 
system is being installed, the location scenario being determined based on the 
determined configuration characteristics. 
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Abstract of the Invention 

Information is acquired indicative of a location scenario where a plurality of 
software components are to be installed. The location scenario is employed to 
configure the software components, such as by setting at least some of the 
components as default components to facilitate selection and/or configuration of the 
software components during a setup process. The location scenario further may be 
employed to configure selected components to have functionality based on the 
location scenario. 
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